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The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
State of the Roads from Holyhead to London , into the Regulations 
for the conveyance of His Majesty's Mail between London and 
Dublin , and from thence to the interior of Ireland ; and also, 
into the Laws and Regulations relating to the conveyance of 
Passengers, Goods and Merchandize, between Dublin and 
Holyhead ; and who were empowered to report their Observations, 
together with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, 

from time to time to The House : Have, pursuant to the Order 

of The House, examined the Matters to them referred, and have 
agreed upon the following REPORT : 



OUR Committee propose to confine their observations, in this 
^ Report, to that part of the Road from London to Holyhead which 
lies in North Wales, commencing at the Village of Chirk, a distance of 
eighty-seven Miles ; the whole of which, excepting those parts which have 
been recently improved by the Commissioners of this Road, is in the Appointed i»y 
worst possible state of repair, and in a great many places extremely U1, 

dangerous. 

This Road has already been examined into and reported upon by 
three Committees of the House ; the extreme inconvenience, difficulty, 
and danger of travelling it, having been, ever since the Union, the subject 
of universal complaint. 

Notwithstanding the recommendations of the Committees which satin 
1810 and 1811, ho steps were taken for its improvement; but the Com- 
mittee of 1815 having fully set forth the extreme danger to which every 
one who travelled this Road w r as exposed, and having also satisfactorily 
shown, that the improvement of it was an object of such public importance, 
as to justify the granting of public Money to defray the expense of it, 
a Sum of £. 20,000 was voted in that year, and an Act was passed for 
appointing Commissioners to direct the expenditure of it. In the Session 
of 181(5; a further Grant of £. 10,000 was voted. It appears from the 
evidence of Mr. Telford, the Engineer who has been employed by the 
Commissioners, that the following improvements have already been 
made ; — 



1st. From Bangor Ferry over the summit of the intervening ridge, at vide Appendix 
a level ninety feet lower than the old Road, to the Town of Bangor. Evid’eiice, p^io.^ * 
2d. From Ty-Gwynn to Lake Ogwen, along the face of a rocky 
Mountain, by which a commodious and perfectly safe Road is acquired, 
instead of the narrow and inconvenient old one ; which, having been 
supported by imperfect bulwarks, was very dangerous. 

3d. At 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Mr. Telford's 
Evidence p. n. 



4 FIRST REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

3d. At the waterfall at the Lugwy, where a very dangerous Precipice 
is avoided. 

4th. From Boltws across the river Conway, and along the face of Dinas 
hill to Rhydlanlair, by which a most dangerous Precipice is avoided, and 
a Road of gradual and moderate ascent is made, in place of one which 
formed the greatest impediment, and which was the most dangerous 
upon the whole line. 

5th. From near Rhydlanlair to near Glen Conway, by which several 
very steep hills are avoided. 

6th. At Cerig-y-druidion, where a Road nearly level is opened much 
shorter than the old one, which passed over a high hill on which the 
village is situated. 

The time which may he saved in consequence of these improvements, 
by the Mail Coach, on its way to London, is at least; three quarters of 
an hour. 

As the greater part of these improvements have been formed either 
upon high embankments, supported by strong masonry, or by cutting 
through great masses of rock, or along the sides of rugged mountains, 
a considerable expense has unavoidably been incurred in making them; 
but Your Committee have the satisfaction of being able to state, that 
there exists but one opinion of the great value of these improvements, 
and of the very skilful and superior manner in which all the works be- 
longing to them have been executed. 

Your Committee have examined Mr. Telford, concerning the present 
state of the Road which remains to he improved, and which may be 
divided under the following heads : — 

1st. Those parts of it which are extremely dangerous, or which pass 
over very steep and long hills, and therefore require considerable finds 
for their improvement. 

2d. The line in general from Chirk to Bangor. 

3d. The Road across Anglesea. 

1st. Mr. Telford having been asked by the Committee, What principal 
improvements still remained to he made to get rid of the several dan- 
gerous parts ol the Road, gave the following Answer : 

I really scarcely know how to select them, the Road being in general 
“ so very bad ; for even when upon sufficiently level ground, it is 
“ generally much too narrow, imperfectly constructed, and without 
“ proper drainage or fences ; but the most precipitous and dangerous 
“ places are, in my opinion,” 

1st. Glyn DufFrws, where the Road is confined between a rock 
about 30 feet in height on one side, and a precipice of above 100 feet 
on the other ; the Road at present being only twelve feet in breadth, 
and supported by very imperfect bulwarks, which are in clanger of 
“ tumbling down • 

“ 2d. Between 



* Viije Mr. Provis* Evidence, Appendix, N°i, p.'j 4 , for a fuller description of this Road, and 
Ins account of the accident which happened at this place to the Mail Coach. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




/ ■' 

/o\ 

ON THE ROADS FROM HOLYHEAD TO LONDON, & c. 5 

“ 2d. Between Corwen and Llangollen, the long and precipitous 
“ Rhysgog Hill, where the Road is much too steep and without 
“ protection, and which might be made across a summit sixty feet 
“ lower than the present ; thereby saving a very considerable portion of 
“ inclination on both sides.” 

“ 3d. From Lake Ogwen to Capel Cerig, the present Road going over 
“ morassy ground, hilly, narrow, unprotected, and imperfectly con- 
“ structed, an excellent line may be had on the North side of the 
“ Valley.” 

“ 4th. To the West of Bettws, there is a very steep Hill, being at the 
“ rate of one in ten.” 

“ 5th. At the Eastern termination of the Glyn Conway Improve- 
“ ment, the Bridge over the River is imperfect, and the Hill beyond it 
“ steep, being one in ten, and so confined it can only be eased by re- 
“ building the Bridge, and making it higher.” 

“ 6th. Between the two Bridges over the Gairw, the Road is cir- 
“ cuitous, hilly, and over two Bridges, all of which ought to be avoided, 

“ by carrying the line down the North side of the River.” 

“ 7th. East of Conven Glandwrs Hills, the Road passes very unne- 
“ cessarily over some steep Hills, which may be avoided.” 

“ 8th. Between the great Aqueduct of Pontcysylke and Chirk, the 
“ hilly narrow Road and acute Angle should be avoided, by the pro- 
“ posed variation.” 

“ But the portions which remain undescribed, are in most places so 
“ narrow, ill-constructed, and unprotected, as to be totally unfit for a 
“ great public Road.” 

As these several Improvements which come under the first Division 
above-mentioned, consist in either cutting through Rocks, or forming 
entire new lines of Road of some extent, through rough and broken 
ground, the expense which must be incurred in making them will ne- 
cessarily be so great, that Your Committee are induced at once to say, 
that sufficient funds for them cannot be got from Turnpike Tolls or 
private Subscription ; and, therefore, they are of opinion, that Parlia- 
mentary Grants should be given from year to year, until the whole of 
them are completed. 

IN respect to the Second Division of the Works to be executed, 
namely, the improvement of the general line of the Road from Chirk to 
Bangor, Your Committee learn, from the evidence of Mr. Telford, that 
nearly the whole of it is in so imperfect a state, that it must be entirely 
new made, in order to render it lit for safe and expeditious travelling. 
With a view of giving the House any thing like an accurate idea of the 
danger and inconvenience to which every Traveller is exposed, who 
passes over this Road, Your Committee have examined some of their 
own Members, whose evidence establishes the fact of this Road not 
being in any respect a proper Road for the general communication be- 
tween England and Ireland. 

813. B Your 



Appendix, N° 1, 
Evidence of Col. 
Barry, Sir Robert 
Vaughan, Sir W.W. 
Wynn, Mr. Berkeley 
Paget. 
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Appendix, N° 2. 
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See Appendix, K'° i 

p. 12. 



Vide Appendix, 
1S'° 2. 



Your Committee have called for Returns of the Funds of the several 
Turnpike Trusts on this line, and have examined into the manner in 
which they are applied- 

They apprehend from all that has come under their observation, that 
if the parts of the Road which have been, or shall hereafter be, improved 
at the public expense, shall be given up to the Trustees, according to the 
•provision of the Act for appointing the Commissioners of the Holyhead 
Road, they will very soon be in as had a, state as the rest of the Road. 

They are also of opinion, that the present. Tolls are inadequate to the 
improvement of the general Line ; and also that, even it the Tolls were 
increased, the nature of the country is such, as not to admit of any ex- 
pectation that this improvement could he ell’ected without the constant 
•assistance of a very experienced Engineer, and the control of one Board 
of Commissioners for the whole Road. Your Committee are supported 
in this opinion by that of Mr. Wyatt, who has for many years had the 
entire management of twenty-nine miles of this Road, and whose letter 
on the subject is in Mr. Telford’s evidence. They are also sanctioned 
in tips opinion by that of several Members of the Committee, who are 
considerable landed proprietors in Wales, and also Commissioners of 
the existing Trusts. 

There is another circumstance wluch goes to show that some change 
in the present system is necessary, in order to secure the improvement 
and future repairs of the main Line of the Road through Wales ; namely, 
1 lie practice of connecting all the Cross Roads with this Road in one 
Trust, so that, the Tolls levied upon the main line from the Irish traveller, 
become applicable to the repairs of these Cross Lines. 

Your Committee, therefore, under these circumstances, consider it to 
be their duty to recommend, in order to establish the progressive im- 
provement and constant repair of the second Division of the Road, 
without the aicl of Public money, that the Commissioners of the Holy- 
head Roads should proceed to make an arrangement with the several 
I rustees under whose charge the Road now is, in respect to the liqui- 
dation or transfer of their Debts, and also for vesting the Road in one 
set of Commissioners. They further recommend that the Commissioners 
should prepare a Bill, to be brought in next Session, for raising the 
Tolls upon all Carriages on Springs, and for appointing the Commis- 
sioners with the usual powers; and they also beg leave to suggest, that 
an additional Duty of One Penny per Letter should bo charged upon all 
Letters from London to Dublin, and from Dublin to London, to be paid 
to the Commissioners towards increasing their funds. 



3d. IT now remains for Your Committee to make some Observations 
on the third and last head 1 of the Division of the Road, namely, that part 
of it which crosses the island of Angiesea. 

They find from the statement of the Trustees of the present Road, and 
from the information of some of their own Members, that they are ex- 
pending considerable sums of money iii endeavouring to improve this 
Road, for the purpose of having it continued as the line of communica- 
tion between Bangor Ferry and Holyhead. But Your Committee think 
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tliis expenditure of money wholly useless, and see no reason for not 
adopting the opinion of the Committee of 1815, “ that no attempt 
“ should be made to improve the present line, but that it would be 
“ better economy, and more to the public advantage, to make a new 
“ line, according to the advice of Mr. Telford.” 

As the new Line of Road would be in every respect nearly as perfect 
as a road could be, and three miles shorter than the present line, it 
may be computed that the saving of time to the Mail Coach, by 
making it, would be three quarters of an hour ; a circumstance of great 
consequence, as will fully appear when it is taken into consideration, 
that the due arrival of the Mails in Dublin, and at Holyhead, in time 
•for the dispatch of the Mail Coaches for the interior of Ireland and 
for London respectively, depends upon the greatest length of time, 
that can be allowed the Packets to make good the passage across the 
Channel. 

In going from Holyhead to Dublin, it is particularly essential that 
the Packet should sail at the earliest possible hour in the morning* 
because unless it is able to make such progress in the course of the day, 
as to get in sight of the Irish land, it must lie to in the middle of the 
Channel ; in which case the English letters cannot be delivered in 
Dublin until the third morning, instead of the second evening ; nor 
throughout the interior of Ireland, until the fourth instead of the third 
day. 

In respect to the Funds which are necessary for making this new Line 
of Road, which forms the most desirable improvement in the whole Line 
from London to Holyhead, Your Committee are of opinion that the 
advantages to be derived from it, are of such great importance to the 
public interest, as to bring it within the rule laid down by the Committee 
of Finance, under which Grants of money for public works ought to be 
regulated ; and therefore they recommend that Grants should be made 
from time to time to the Commissioners of the Holyhead Road, to enable 
them to carry Mr. Telford's plan into execution. 

If the view be correct which Your Committee have taken of the 
subject, it will appear, that all the Funds which can possibly be raised of 
a local nature, will only be sufficient for the repair and improvement 
of the Second Division ; videlicet, the general Line of the Road ; and 
that the improvements of the First and Third Divisions of it cannot be 
effected, except by Grants of public money. Whether it may or may 
not be deemed advisable to apply the public money to such a purpose, 
depends upon the opinion which the House may form in respect to the 
expediency of establishing a safe and convenient communication between 
England and Ireland. On so important a question, Your Committee 
feel it to be their duty briefly to point out those circumstances which 
principally bear upon it, and which they conceive justify the recommen- 
dation which they have suggested in this Report. 

1st. The Government correspondence between the Secretary of the 
Home Department and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and now that 
the Treasuries are consolidated, the correspondence between the English 
Board of Treasury and the Irish Boards of Revenue. 

313. Until 




Vide Report 1815, 
p. 4 ; Mr. Telford’* 
Evidence,infrap.i7« 



Mr. Telford’s 
Report, Appendix 
Report 181 1, p. *24. 



30 Report Com- 
mittee of Finance 
on Highland Hoads. 
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Until very lately this correspondence was carried on by the Irish 
Express Establishment. 

As an annual expense of near £. 10,000 a year has been saved by 
suppressing this Establishment, the greater part of the improvements 
recommended in this Report, might be effected without any actual 
increase of the customary public expenditure, by applying annually this 
sum towards them. 

2d. The attendance on Parliament by the Irish Peers and Members 
which obliges them to make several journies in the course of the year 
between their respective country residences in Ireland, and London, in 
consequence of the other important duties, in Ireland duties particularly 
important, that they have to perform, in attending Assizes and Sessions 
and in promoting the improvement and comforts of the People, as resident 
Magistrates and Landlords. 

3d. The appellant jurisdiction of the House of Lords over the Irish 
Courts of Law ; the numerous family connexions and settlements of 
property between the inhabitants of both Countries; the extent of Irish 
estates belonging to English proprietors ; the mercantile transactions of 
England and Ireland ; — all contribute to show the importance of an ex- 
peditious and convenient communication, by correspondence or agents, 
between those persons, in both Countries, in whose hands the general 
management and legal protection of private property is committed. 

4th. The interests of the British Manufacturers are essentially con- 
cerned in the communication with Ireland, in consequence of the great 
quantity of their goods consumed there. Many of them as well as many 
tradesmen in London and Birmingham, would be directly benefited by 
such an improvement of the Road, as would allow Stage Waggons to 
travel through Wales to Holyhead, as they would thereby be able to 
send over their goods more expeditiously than they can do at present. 

5th. A more perfect communication with Ireland would contribute in 
a great many different ways, to the rapid improvement of that Country, 
by promoting a more intimate acquaintance between the inhabitants of 
both countries, by extending family connexions, by contributing to the 
transfer of British capital to Ireland, and by encouraging the disposition 
which prevails amongst the Irish gentlemen to educate their children 
in England. 

Fully impressed with the great public importance of these various 
considerations, Your Committee are of opinion, that the immediate 
expenditure of such a Sum of Public Money as is necessary for rendering 
the whole Line of the Road through Wales, as perfect in every respect, 
as those parts of it which have already been improved, and according to 
Mr. Telford’s plans and estimates, would be a measure completely justified 
by the great benefit the Public would derive from it. 



Evidence, N® j : 
Mr. Vaughan, p. 15. 
SirRobertVaughan, 
p. 16. 



Your Committee, before they conclude this Report, request to call the 
particular attention of the House to the Evidence which is contained in 
the Appendix, concerning the distressed stale of the labouring Poor in 
the whole range of country through which this Road passes. From this 
Evidence it appears, that they are wholly without Employment ; that 

Provisions 
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Provisions are very scarce, and the Prices of them are very high : But, 
what is still of greater weight, it goes to show that the Distress at present 
existing, will continue, and become even still more severe from day to 
day, until the harvest. 

As every part of the Road has been repeatedly surveyed, immediate Mr. Telford's 
relief would be afforded to the Poor, from one end of the line to the other, Evidcnce » P- 
if the recommendations of Your Committee are adopted by the House : 

And it is well worthy of being observed, that at no time could relief be 
given with greater advantage to the Public, because whatever sum of 
Money might be now expended amongst the Poor, would command vide Appendix, 
a great deal more Labour than the same sum could do in anv other times, Evidence of Sir 
when no such distress existed, p 16 



3 June 1817. 



APPENDIX. 



N D 1.— MINUTES of EVIDENCE -.—viz. 

Thomas Telford, Esq. ------ pp. io. 13. 16. 

Colonel Barry, a Member - - - - - 14. 

Sir Robert Vaughan, a Member 14. 16. 

Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, a Member - 14. 

The Honourable Berkeley Paget, a Member - - - ibid. 

Mr. W. A. Provis ------- ibid. 

Colonel Vaughan ------- - 15, 

G. H. D. Pennant, Esq. ------ ibid. 

Sir Thomas Mostyn, a Member ----- 16. 

N° 2. — Abstract of the TOLLS taken, and State of the Funds of the 

Turnpike Roads from Holyhead to Shrewsbury - - - 18* 



313. 
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A P P E N D I X. 



No. L— MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 6° die Mail, 1817 - 



Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 



Thomas Telford, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 



A RE you employed as Engineer to the Commissioners of Holyhead Road? - — 
Yes. 

State the improvements that have been made under your inspection, and the pre- 
sent state of the road ? — The first improvement commences at Bangor Ferry, and is 
carried over the summit of the intervening ridge, at a level go feet lower than the 
old road by this, the ascent on the side next to the ferry (which by the old road is 
one in six and a half) is rendered one in twenty-two on the stGepest part, and one in 
thirty-six on the flattest. After passing the summit, the new road descends to the 
city of Bangor by an inclination, the Steepest of which is one in twenty-two ; the 
difference in passing the mail by this new road, when compared with the old one, 
is, I understand, ten minutes, or about one-half the time. From Bangor the com- 
munication is continued along the present road by Llandegai, and then turning at an 
acute angle, passes along the present road, by the inclined planes towards tl°e slate 
quarries. Near to Bangor, the road is not only circuitous, but has some very incon- 
venient inclinations ; after passing Llandegai, the road is only from twelve to sixteen 
feet in width generally, and has several inconvenient turnings and inclinations ; it is 
in one place confined between the railroad and the river Ogwen, to the breadth of 
seventeen feet. In all this distance the road has never been sufficiently made, and is 
at present in a very imperfect slate. From the slate quarries the communication still 
continues along the present road to Ty-Gwynn, and in this distance the road is cir- 
cuitous, and the width from nineteen to twenly eight feet; this road is very imperfect 
in its construction, having generally been made of soft materials without any proper 
bottoming or cross drniuage. From Ty-Gwynn to Lake Ogwen, the road along the 
face of the rugged hill and across the river Ogwen, has been wholly new made, and 
is in general twenty-eight feet wide within the parapets, and has an inclination of one 
m twenty-two in the steepest place; by this means, a commodious and perfectly safe 
road is acquired, instead. of the narrow and inconvenient old one, which- having been 
supported by imperfect bulwarks was very dangerous, many parts having given way 
dining the time the new road was constructing. A bridge of thirty feet span has been 
constructed over the top of the deep chasm which forms the channel of the river 
Ogwen ; great quantities of rock cutting and high breast-works were necessary in 
this division. From the termination of this improvement to Capel Cerig, the com- 
munication still passes over irregular morassy ground, where the road is narrow, 
imperfect and unprotected, being not more than from twelve to eighteen feet in 
breadth, with soft ground on each side and without fences; some of the inclinations 
m this division are as much as one in eight and a half. From Capel Cerig to near the 
great waterfall over the river Lugwy, the road is inconveniently narrow, being only 
t lirteen, fourteen, and fifteen feet in width, and having either no side fences or very 
imperfect ones j the road is without bottoming, and in all respects imperfect ; adjacent 
to the aforesaid waterfall about a mile of new road has been constructed, with an in- 
clination not exceeding one in twenty- four, wi.h perfect stone fences and drainage; from 
the termination of this improvement to the village of Bcttws, the road is in many places 
inconveniently narrow, being only eighteen feet in width, and having in some places an 
inclination of one in ten. From Bcttws, across the river Conway, and along the face of 
inas iill to Ilhydlanfair, the road has been wholly new made; its steepest ascent is one 

in 
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' in twenty-two, from which it gradually decreases to one in forty-live ; the steepest ascent Thorns Telford, 

being at the beginning of the hill. In this division the road is solidly constructed with ^ Es<i j 

proper breastworks, parapets, retaining walls, side and cross drains, and there crossing ^ 
the dingles is brought to one regular inclination ; by this improvement, the most diffi- 
cult and dangerous pass upon this line of road through North Wales, is rendered safe 
and commodious. From Rhydlanfair, for about a mile, the communication is carried 
along the present road, which is neither inconveniently narrow nor steep, being from 
twenty-two to twenty-four feet between the fences, but is of very imperfect construc- 
tion and ought to be new made. From thence under Glynconway, the road has been 
wholly improved, partly by variation and partly by widening and rendering more 
substantial the present line of road ; the inclinations upon this part are about "one iu 
thirty-six, which is the inclination necessary to carry off the water. In passing up the 
narrow valley, under Glynconway, where the road is confined between steep rocks 
and a rapid river, it is protected by bulwarks and parapets, and part of the rocks 
have been cut away j at the termination of this improvement, the bridge over the 
Conway is in an imperfect state ; it ought to be rebuilt, and raised about ten feet, 
not only to insure a safe passage across the river, but to ease the steep hill, which 
is immediately beyond it. From this bridge to Cernioge the road lias some inconve- 
niently steep inclinations, and is also too narrow, being in many places not twenty feet 
between the fences, and this including side drains ; the road is also very imperfectly 
made, having no bottoming; being generally constructed of slaty rock, which 
decomposes with the water or the least pressure of carriage wheels, and it has not a 
sufficient number of drains. From Cernioge to Ccrrig-y-druidion, the road passes 
over irregular ground, and across morassy land ; it is generally about twenty-four feet 
wide, but composed of very soft materials, and in a very imperfect state of repair ; 
at the last-mentioned place considerable improvement has been effected, by carrying 
the line on the western side of the village in a more straight and level direction, where 
it has been inclosed by proper stone fences. From thence toTyNunt the present 
road is sufficiently level, but it is rather too narrow, being only in some places 
twenty-two feet, including side ditches, in width between the fences; it is in want 
of cross drains, is imperfectly constructed, and in very indifferent state of repair. 

From Ty Nant, through the rocky pass of Glynn Dwffrws, the road is confined 
between steep rocks and a dangerous precipice ; it is at present only in some places 
twelve feet in breadth, with quick turnings, and ending in a place where the 
road falls one in ten. From Glynn Dwffrws the road crosses the river, and over 
some steep hilly ground ; it afterwards passes along a tolerably level road toConven; 
it is in many places too narrow, being only twenty feet in breadth between the fences 
including side ditches ; and in great want of drainage, fences, bottoming, and general 
construction. From Corwen to the boundary of the county of Merioneth, the road 
passes over some very irregular ground ; is in many places too narrow, being only 
seventeen feet in breadth between the fences; is constructed with very soft materials, 
and is in general in a very imperfect state. Immediately on the lower side the ground is 
very precipitous, down to the river Dee, and there are no sufficient fences ; from 
this place the communication passes over the dangerous and inconvenient hill of Rhys 
Gog, where the road is not only imperfectly constructed, but wholly unprotected, 
though passing along a precipice ; some of the inclinations arc as much as one in 
fourteen. From the bottom of this hill, the road passes upon tolerably level ground, 
and is in a better state than any hitherto noticed. From Llangollen to opposite the 
great aqueduct, the road passes with very easy ascents, and is not of inconvenient 
width, the narrowest part being twenty-one feet wide, and much of it thirty-one; but 
it wants protection on the lower side, from which is a precipitous and dangerous 
descent to the river Dee. From Llangollen to Chirk, the road passes over very hilly 
and inconvenient ground to the turnpike-gate ; from whence it returns by a very acute 
angle, passes two considerable hills and hollows in the neighbourhood of Chirk 
castle gardens, and thence along level ground to the village ot Chirk : this road is 
in many places narrow, and the hills and turnings are very inconvenient. 

What principal improvements still remain to be carried into execution, to get rid 
of the several dangerous parts of the road? — I really scarcely know how to select 
them, the road being in general so very bad ; for even when upon sufficiently level 
ground, it is generally much too narrow, imperfectly constructed, and without proper 
drainage or fences ; hut the most precipitous and dangerous places are, in my opinion, 
firsi, that at Glynn Dwffrws, where the l'oad is confined between a rock about 30 
feet in height on one side, and a precipice of above 100 feet on the other; the road 
at present being only 1 2- feet in breadth, and supported by very imperfect breast- 

works, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




12 APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Thomas Tclfml, works, which arc in danger of tumbling down. The second is between Corvven and 

Esg. ] Llangollen, the long and precipitous Rhysgog Mill, where the road is much too 

steep, and without protection, and which might be made across a summit (io feet 
lower than the present, thereby saving a very considerable portion of the inclination 
on both sides. 

Have you made any inquiries relative to the means possessed by the several turn- 
pike trusts to improve the roads ?• — Having found the road generally in so imperfect 
a state, I applied to the person that I thought best qualified to give me information 
on that subject, and who had most experience in that part of the country, having 
for many years been clerk and treasurer to the district between Llandegai and Pentre 
Voilas. I applied to him by letter, and received his answer; both of which I will 
read with the permission of the Committee. 

[They were read as follow :] 



“ Sir, “ Holywell, 6th March 1817. 

“ Aware of your having, during a long course of years, contributed much 
to the improvement of a very extensive district of North Wales, and beim» 
convinced that you will readily afford any advice your experience of that 
country enables you to give, in order to promote its future welfare, I make 
no further apology in requesting your opinion in regard to the following 
subject, which I presume you will admit is not unimportant. 

“ Sundry of the most dangerous parts of the Holyhead road, through 
North Wales, have now been rendered not only safe but sufficiently com- 
modious, and it is possible the Commissioners may be enabled to extend 
similar improvements to the remaining objectionable parts. How far this 
may or may not be the case, lies not within my province to determine; 
all that rests with me is, to see that the improvements ordered by the Board 
are effectually performed. lhc specimens already in possession of the 
Public, will, I trust, be sufficient evidence that any aid granted will not 
be misapplied. But what I am most anxious about, is, that these improve- 
ments, and any other which maybe effected, shall in future be preserved; 
and it is ot this I despair, under the present divided state of the trusts, 
where local interests and partialities must unavoidably prevail, and where 
no single trust is of sufficient importance to occupy the whole attention of any 
respectable and independent person. 



“ What has occurred to me is, that this being undeniably the most direct 
communication between Dublin and London, that a public commission 
should exist, composed of English, Welch, and Irish members; that it should 
beheld in London, with sub-committees of its members, during the recess of 
Parliament; these to report to the Board ; that the space between the borders 
ot England and Holyhead should lie one trust ; that the present debts should 
be purchased, and the tolls raised to repay them, and maintain the road iii a 
good state ; that one able resident engineer should devote his whole time to 
the road within this trust, and that one collector or treasurer should receive 
all the tolls; and that these two persons be accountable to the parliamentary 
commissioners only. This arrangement would ensure the revenue being 
applied to the proper objects, and would also ensure the communication being 
preserved equally perfect throughout. 

“ As it is possible my opinion may be required by the present Board, or 
even a Committee of Parliament, I am very desirous of being either confirmed 
01 conected by a person of your experience and respectability. 

“ I remain, with much esteem, 

“ Tho 1 Telford ” 



Dear Sir, “ Lime Grove, March 25th, 1817. 

“ I acknowledge the favour of your letter, and I should have much 
pleasure in being ableto offer you any suggestions upon a subject of so much 
importance as that of the future care and management of the Holyhead road, 
which, under your skill, has already been so greatly improved, and which, it 
is to be hoped, will be effectually completed. Your fears that those improve- 
ments which have been made, and those which may be intended, will not be 

properly 
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properly preserved under the present trusts, are but too well founded, and Thomas Telford, 
the necessity for a different arrangement seems indispensable. The existing E S( I ■ 

means also are, in many instances, inadequate to the object. Upon this im- ' s ■' 

mediate district the debt is nearly 10,000/. with an income of little more than 
900/. per annum, and an extent of 27 miles of road ; so that allowing only 
lour per cent, interest on the debt, the remainder is scarcely sufficient to keep 
the old road passable. Your suggestion, of placing the charge of the road 
in the hands of a public commission, instead of the present divided trusts, 
appears to me the most desirable plan ; but whether it should be composed of 
English, Welch, and Irish members, or of local gentlemen, or of magistrates 
at their quarter sessions, I do not venture to determine; but I am inclined to 
think, that the more this duty can be made official or compulsory, the more 
likely it is to be fulfilled; as where neither interest nor obligation prevail, neg- 
ligence would probably ensue. The trusts should, at any rate, be consoli- 
dated. To purchase the debts of the present trusts would be advisable, pro- 
vided the charge be not found too heavy; but .should the latter be the case, 
is it not possible, by any increase of tolls, to meet the interest, and by degrees 
to liquidate the debts. But I conceive it would be proper to regulate the toll- 
gates, as far as possible, to certain distances, that the tolls may bear as 
equally as they can. 

“ The number of gates on this district, 27 miles, is four, at an average 
income of 240/. each. If this proportion were continued from Shrewsbury 
to Holyhead, it would probably produce upwards of 5,000/. per annum, or 
about 50/. per mile ; and I cannot but conceive, that if a board of commis- 
sioners, as of the woods and forests, were established for the general control 
of the main roads of the kingdom, it would be of essential advantage to the 
Public. 

“ The appointments of able engineers, surveyors, treasurers, &c. arc 
doubtless indispensable, for the proper management, for the due execution of 
this plan. 

“ I have thus ventured to offer you my opinion, as you have done me the 
favour to request it ; and I shall be happy if any information that 1 can give 
should in any degree be useful. 

“ I remain, with much esteem, 

“ Your’s, very sincerely, 

“ Bay. Wyatt. 



Veneris , 9° die Mali, 1817* 



Sir Henry Parnell, Bart, in the Chair. 



Thomas Telford , Esquire, again called in ; and Examined. 

IN whose care are the improved parts of this road at present?— In the care of 
the persons who superintend the improvements. 

As the roads, by the present Act, are to be given over to the commissioners of the 
several trusts upon the road, are you of opinion that it is likely they will be kept 
in good repair? — I think it is very unlikely; and I beg leave to refer to the letter 
I delivered at the last meeting of the Committee. 

Is there any trust to which the new road from Bangor town to Bangor ferry, may 
be given over? — I believe not. 

Was you employed to make a survey of the roads across the island ot Anglesea to 
Holyhead ? — I was. ... . 

State to the Committee the result of your inquiries, and examination ot those 
roads? — There were regular surveys made of the present road, which has been 
found circuitous and hilly, narrow and ill made. A new survey was made, in a 
direction by which the principal summit of the country was passed on a level 1 60 
feet lower than the present road. The general distance was shortened nearly 
three miles, and none of the inclinations on the new line exceeding one-aiid- 
thirty. 

« 1 o. D Colonel 



Thomas Telford, 
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Colonel Barry , a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

^ Col. B arry. ^ YOU made an accurate inspection of this line? — I did. 

^ Have you lately travelled the road between Holyhead and Shrewsbury?— 

I have. 

State to the Committee generally, your opinion upon the state of it? — In general 
I consider it in a very bad repair ; indeed, I may say the whole of it, except the 
new cuts. 

What is the ordinary rate of travelling post upon that road ? — I should say, not 
more than five miles an hour. 

Do you mean including stoppages? — No ; what I speak of, is in the winter season • 
in the summer I could go faster. 

Is that owing to the hilly state of the road, or to the state of its repair? — Partly 
owing to both. ^ 

Describe what is the state of the road ? — The road is exceedingly deep, and cut 
up by rutts. 

Are there many parts of it. dangerous, particularly to heavy-loaded carriages ? 

Exceedingly so ; especially through the isle of Anglesea. There are two hills 
in the island of Anglesea, 1 think worse than any between Holyhead and London. 

Are there not many parts where, if a pole piece or poll, or drag chain or reins 
were to break, that it would be very likely that several lives might be lost? — I con- 
ceive so, from the great steepness of the hills, and the dangerous precipices that 
frequently occur. A considerable part of this road I viewed last summer, as one of 
the commissioners for improving the road, with the principal engineer, Mr. Telford • 
and from our observations then made, I form the opinion I have now given. 

Sir Robert Vaughan , a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

Sir ARE you well acquainted with the roads between Shrewsbury and Bangor?— 

Robert Vaughan. > I am only acquainted with them from Shrewsbury to Bettws. 

Describe to the Committee the present state of them, as to their repair?— In 
general they arc bad ; they are very narrow and rough in many places, and in some 
places dangerous. 

Very rough and deep ?— In some places ; I saw them last winter, and parts of 
them are very dangerous for want of parapets. 

Do you conceive that the tolls now levied by the present trusts, arc sufficient to 
make this any thing like a perfect road ? — I should think, certainly not. I have seen 
the new cuts, and I think they are the finest pieces of workmanship I ever saw from 
the hands of man. 



. Si »' Watkin Williams Wynn— l shall certainly confirm what has been said by 
Sir Robert Vaughan. J 

The Hon. Berkeley Paget , a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

HAVE you frequently travelled this road?— Yes; I generally go in the mail 
coach, and never expect to go with it but to be overturned, in consequence of the 
badness of the road. The road in general hitherto has been so extremely bad, that 
it there was no great load in the mail coach, I have been thrown about from side 
to side like a shuttlecock. I have travelled it also post, and I never could exceed six 
miles an hour. 

With four horses?— Sometimes with two, and sometimes with four ; but I think 
they go pretty nearly as fast with two as four. 



Mr. W A. Provis, again called in; and Examined. 

T _ Mr. . HAVE you been employed under Mr. Telford, on the Holyhead Road ?— I have. 

IV. A. Prom. , Are you acquainted with Glynn-Dwffrws? — Yes. 

‘ Describe to the Committee how the road runs through that Glynn ?—' The road 

generally is steep, crooked, and very narrow ; and at the particular point, where 
the mail was overturned last autumn, it turns at a very sharp angle. In its original 
construction the road for about one-half its breadth has been cut out of the solid rock; 
the other half of its breadth is gained by building a breast-wall ol a sufficient height, 
and filling up the space between it and the solid rock with rubbish ; this rubbish has 
consolidated and sunk very considerably, and the rock remaining fixed leaves the 
side of the road next the precipice considerably lower than the other; it was in 

turning 
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turning this angle in the night that the mail was overturned ; it fell against the 
parapet, knocked a considerable part of the coping from the top, and broke the 
coachman’s leg ; the guard was saved by throwing himself on the other side of the 
coach, and the luggage which was on the top was precipitated into the abyss below. 
Had there been any passengers upon the roof of the coach, they must inevitably 
have perished. 

What is the depth of that abyss ? — I have never measured it, but I conceive it 
very little less than i oo feet. 

In what state are the breast-works which support that road ? — They are evidently 
imperfect, and have given way considerably since they were first made. 

Mention generally their original construction ? — They were originally badly con- 
structed, apparently for want of sufficient funds in so difficult a place. 

Are there not many other parts of the road with precipices, without sufficient pro- 
tection ? — There are many parts. 

From the time of the departure and arrival of the packets at Holyhead, are the 
public coaches under the necessity of passing through this country in the night?-— The 
mail always passes through in the night. 

Are not the coaches obliged to get there as soon as the mail, to be in time for the 
packet? — Yes, if possible. * 




Veneris , 23 " die Mali, 1817 . 

Sir Henry Parnell, Bart in the Chair. 



Colonel Vaughan, called in ; and Examined. 

ARE the lower orders of the people in your neighbourhood, very much distressed 
for want of employment? — Ajgreat many hundreds have been distressed all the winter, 
for want of employment. 

Is their situation that of great distress? — In some of the neighbouring parishes 
near to those on which the roads run, they are very deeply so, but not so much so in 
my neighbourhood. 

From that circumstance have the claims for relief from the parishes, increased very 
much ? — Of that I am not aware ; I understand it to be the general opinion that 
the want of employment will increase materially till the harvest commences. 

Do you understand that the poor are. equally distressed along the whole line of the 
road ? — I am not acquainted at all with the line of the road far from home, but I 
have understood that the more distant part of the road is occupied by fevver gentlemen 
than the other parts of the road, and therefore they are more liable to distress ; every 
body with whom I conversed, seemed to be convinced that the want of labour would 
increase materially from this time, till the commencement of the harvest. 

In consequence of the distresses of the people ? — Yes, of course. 

Are the prices of provisions , very high? — They have increased of late; not only 
corn but potatoes have increased very high indeed. 

Then it is your opinion that the people will be exposed to suffer very considerably 
in the course of the next two months? — Certainly; in consequence of the high 
price of potatoes; they arc now at $s. 6d., the accustomed price has been from 
is. 3d. to 2s. 



Col. Vaughan. 



G. II. D. Pennant , Esq. a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

WHAT is the state of the people in your neighbourhood ? — The poor rates are G.H.D. Pennant, 

extremely high, and the poor arc in very great distress, in consequence of the dear- 

ness of provisions, of barley and potatoes. I cannot say that in my part of the '* v 
country there are so many out of work, on account of a great number of works 
going on in the neighbourhood, for instance, Mr. Asheton Smith’s, mine, and other 
works. 

Are you acquainted with the condition of the poor upon the line of the road about 
Capel Cerig? — Very bad ; they had no firing scarcely, they could not get turf, and 
they were in very great distress ; while a great number of hands were employed upon 
the roads, they did not suffer so much as many others. 

Are you of opinion that the distresses likely to increase? — I should suppose it 
313. must 
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G. II. D. Tennant, must till the harvest ; for till cattle get up, farmers willraot be better off, ami therefore 
Esq. they cannot employ more hands. 

* What is the state of the road in your neighbourhood ? — In many parts very narrow 

and extremely dangerous, from the village of Llandegai to the new cut; particularly 
the pass through Llandegai, which is ti very steep hill, and which might he avoided 
with the greatest ease. 1 rode over it with Mr. Telford, and it might be avoided by 
taking it a little to the left, about a quarter of a mile beyond Mr. Worthington’s; the 
road is excessively narrow, and down a very steep bill, so that if you are coining 
towards Llandegai and the mail is approaching you, you will have great difficulty ii\ 
getting out of its way. 

May 28 th, 1817 . 

Sir Robert Vaughan, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

Sir CAN you give the Committee any information concerning the price of provisions in 

Robert Vaughan, the neighbourhood of Corwen ? — I cannot speak from my own immediate knowledge, 
but I have received the following accounts of the last market prices on the 25th of 
May instant. £. s. d. 

Wheat 0174I 

Parley oil 0 | Per measure of 

Potatoes, best quality - - 0 7 G f 40 quarts. 

Potatoes - - 6,y. 6 d. to 0 8 0 J. 

Are these prices much higher than the usual prices of the country ? — Very con- 
siderably higher. 



Sir Thomas Moslyn , a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

5, Jv CAN you give the Committee any information concerning the state of distress in the 

Thomas Mostyn, country through which the Holyhead road passes? — I cannot speak from my own 
immediate knowledge ; but 1 have received letters from Sir Edward Lloyd, to the 
following effect : lie says, “ That he never heard any thing so lamentable as the 
state of the upper country (which comprises from Cerrig-y-druidion by Kcnnioggc and 
Capcl Cerig to Lake Ogwen). Neither work nor food! If there is any money to 
be laid out, there is no doubt the improvements might he done at one half the old 
expenses to the public ; a great many offering to work for their victuals. You may 
rely upon this statement not being exaggerated.” He further says, in another letter : 
“ That though the barley may be had at 175. per liobbet (a customary measure 
which amounts to 84 quarts), and the best at 20.V. ; yet he is serious! v alarmed for 
the upper country, who have no employment, and the rates cannot be collected.” 
He concludes, by observing upon the necessity of something being done on the Holy- 
head road, or the people will starve. J 



June 2d, 18 17 . 

Sir Thomas Mostyn, further Examined. 

HAVE you received any further information of the state of the labourers in Wales? 

I have received a letter containing a paragraph to the following effect, from a most 
respectable and intelligent resident gentleman near Corwen: “ If there is any more 
money to be expended upon the Irish road, it would be very desirable to have it laid 
out at tins time, as it is really quite lamentable to see hundreds of poor honest 
fallows endeavouring to get employment, and their families literally starving.” 



Sir Robert Vaughan, a member of the Committee, stated, that he had received 
a letter from his agent, saying, That in the neighbourhood of Corwen complaints for 
want ot work were hourly increasing. 



Thomas Telford. 




Thomas Telford, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

WERE you employed to survey a new line of road across Anglesey, by the lords 
of the treasury? — I was. ° J J 

tatafoTit examine the present lille? — 1 did; and caused correct sections to he 

State the sections to the Committee ?— Gwindy is 1 88 feet above the level of the 
sea, the summit to the east of the same is 289 feet. The general summit of Caint 
hill is 342 feet above the level of the sea. Another summit of the same ridge nearer 

to 
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to Bangor ferry, 3 s 271 feet. I beg to refer the Committee to my report made by Thomas Telford, 
the order of the lords of the treasury in 1811, wherein the inclinations upon the 
present road are stated, some of them t and 12, 15, 16 feet, which arises from 
the road crossing the ridges of the country, and the numerous small hills which form 
the general surface of the island. It will also be seen, that the present road passes 
much too far to the north of a right line between Holyhead and Bangor, and by that 
means approaches towards the general summit of the island. 

What is the highest point of the new line of road, as laid out by you ? — The 
summit of Caint Ilill is at 186 feet above the level of the sea, and above 156 feet 
lower than the present line. The highest part of the new line is 242 feet above the 
level of the sea. The same ridge is passed by the old line at 2S9 feet, which makes 
the old line higher than the new one, by 47 feet. 

Describe the inclinations of the new line? — None of the inclinations of the new 
line are more than 1 in 30 feet. There arc very few so much; scarcely any. They 
generally approach as nearly to a level as it is prudent to lay out a new road. 

What is the length of the new line? — The distance by the present road, is 24 miles 
810 yards. The distance by the proposed new line is 21 miles 1,014 yards, being a 
saving of 2 miles 1,556 yards, that is near three miles. 

Is it possible to pass the ridge of Caint Hill at any other place, so low as where 
your line of road passes it? — Not without deviating to a great distance to the north or 
south, that is many miles. 

If you were to pass the ridge at the point where your line passes it, or from any 
other line equally low, and go from thence into the present line of road, would not 
the distance of the present line be thereby increased between Bangor Ferry and 
Holyhead ? — It would very considerably. 

What is your opinion with respect to the expediency of attempting to improve 
the present line ? — To bring the present line to inclinations similar to those upon 
the new line, or indeed to one in 30 feet, it would require that the road be 
considerably increased in length ; and in continuing the present line, or near it, the 
rocky inequalities must either be frequently cut through to reduce the inclinations 
and widen the road, or they must be avoided by considerable circuities. The road is 
in many places also too narrow, and must be made wider, which would lead to new 
fences, &c. &c. 

Would not all this incur a very great expense? — I think, a great proportion of 
wftat would make a new road in a proper direction, would be required. 

If you had sufficient funds to carry on the improvement of the Holyhead road 
from Chirk to Bangor, could you set to work immediately a considerable number 
ofdiands at different places ? — W e could with great propriety set to work one thousand 
people in the course of a fortnight, having the detailed surveys and specifications 
already prepared; also the different inspectors and overseers who are now experienced 
in 'that country, waiting for orders and employment. 
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